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research methodologies employed, the relationship of mediation to participatory democracy, and the growth
of mediation in the past twenty years. The chapters which follow provide the anatomy of successful and
unsuccessful mediations in contexts as widely diverse as the 30 Years War (1618-1648) which was ended
following the intercession of the future Pope, Alexander VII. Three further chapters examine the role of the
Catholic Church in other mediations - in the Basque conflict, in Burundi and in Chiapas, while a further group
of chapters looks at conflicts in Ethiopia, Northern Ireland, Central America and Congo.
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