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.society the means of living are always scanty; but if these,
somewhat diminished, are, as matter of right, the property of
every man, there is an end at once to labour, providence, and
virtue among the poor, who are not constrained by a sense of
duty. The defaulters, I am persuaded, would embrace the
greater portion of mankind; and with how trifling and coarse a
subsistence the mere animal part of man will be sustained and
multiply, would be incredible to those who have not inquired
into the subject. Who, of all the idle and vicious, which such a
procedure would encourage, would submit Leon, says the late
Mr. Townsend, in his Travels in Spain, destitute of commerce, is
supported by the church. Beggars abound in every street, all
fed by the convents, and at the Bishop s palace. Here they get
their breakfast, there they...
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