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.toils of your own unaccountable character, which made your
destiny. Royce never recoiled from paradox or from bitter fact;
and he used to say that a mouse, when tormented and torn to
pieces by a cat, was realising his own deepest will, since he had
sub-consciously chosen to be a mouse in a world that should
have cats in it. The mouse really, in his deeper self, wanted to be
terrified, clawed, and devoured. Royce was superficially a
rationalist, with no tenderness for superstition in detail and not
much sympathy with civilised religions; but we see here that in
his heart he was loyal to the aboriginal principle of all
superstition: reverence for what hurts. He said to himself that in
so far as God was the devil--as daily experience and Hegelian
logic proved was largely the case--devil-worship was true
religion. A protest, however, arose...
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