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indexed. Not illustrated. 1878 Excerpt: .was probably discovered by accident rather than design. Pottery is either
soft or hard. The terms have reference to the composition as well as to the degree of heat to which it is exposed
in the furnace. Thus, common brick is soft; fire-brick, hard. Common earthenware vessels are soft; crockery,
such as stone ware, is hard. Porcelain is also distinguished by the technical terms soft and hard paste, the
softness being determined by the greater proportion of silex. Porcelain is composed of two substances; the one
fusible which produces its transparency, the other infusible. The best practical test to distinguish the two
descriptions is that the body of the soft paste can be scratched with a knife, which is not the case with hard
paste. The ancient pottery of Egypt, Greece, and Rome was soft; whether glazed, unglazed, or lustrous. In our
own days oriental porcelain may be taken as a type of hard, and early Sevres or Chelsea of soft paste
manufacture. The body of hard porcelain is formed of kaolin; which is a natural decomposition of granite.--
South Kensington Museum Handbook on the Industrial Arts. i Tea Pot, Sugar Basin, Bowl, and Cup and Saucers,
fan pattern. Worcester. 2 Tea Pot, Sugar Basin and Stand, Cream Jug, Tea Canister, 4 Cups, and 2 Saucers,
hawthorn pattern. Worcester. 3 Tea Pot, blue and white, painted with flowers. Worcester. 4 Coffee Pot, fluted,
border green, painted with flowers. Worcester. 5 Tea Cup and Saucer, green border. Worcester....
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