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INDIAN ALCHEMY: SOMA IN THE VEDA

Munshiram Manoharlal Publishers Pvt Ltd, New Delhi, 2004. Hardcover. Book Condition: New. First. The book is
an epoch-making work - a paradigm-shiB in Vedic studies, which identifies soma as electrum (gold-silver
metallic compound). Soma is referred to in the Rgveda as the soul of the yajna (atmayajnasya). The path-
breaking identification is based on textual evidence and a penetrating analysis of the Indian alchemical
tradition, spanning nearly five millennia. The author is also the discoverer of the integrating role-played by the
mighty Sarasvati river adored in the Rgveda as the best of mothers, best of rivers and best of Goddesses.
Sarasvati and soma are no longer mythology but relevant to present-day children, respectively, as the
repository of groundwater sanctuaries in North-West India and the metallurgical tradition starting with the
bronze age civilization, c. 3000 BC. Sarasvati and soma are the symbols of the great Indian traditions of Devi
worship and personification and deification of natural, material phenomena. The Tirthas along the rivers are
reminders of the critical nature of water management problems all over India and soma as an integral part of
the yajna process, is the embodiment of the scientific, technological and materialist temper of ancient India.
Contents Preface Introduction 1. Gold and the Grammar of Money in Antiquity 2. Indus : Roots of Alchemy 3.
Yaksa : Alchemical Potential and Transmutation 4. Soma and Alchemy 5. Brahmanas : Aurifiction 6. Alchemy as
a State Enterprise 7. Political Economy of Alchemy 8. Siddha and Tantric Alchemy 9. Apparatus, Terms, and
Symbols Conclusions A Survey of Sources for History of Alchemy.
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