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University of Nebraska Press, Lincoln and London, 2004. SoAcover. Book Condition: New. Reprint Edition.. 88
pages. SoAcover. New book. POETRY. No Planets Strike, the debut collection of poetry by Josh Bell, reads as a
playfully serious record of modernity. Subversive in their treatment of the contemporary voice, broad in their
subject matter, and oAen delightfully funny, the poems in this collection have a brilliant ear language. Josh Bell
is a lecturer in the creative writing program at Columbia University while he completes his dissertation for the
University of Cincinnati. His poems have appeared in 9th Letter, Boston Review, Hotel Amerika, Indiana Review,
Triquarterly, Verse, and Volt. "Bell delivers on his promise to 'burn the very Latin from the world,' insisting on
grief-stricken gutturals oAen undercut by wry or Dadaist humor that prove him to be one of the most tonally
versatile young poets working today."ÑTanya Larkin, Boston Book Review "Edgy in both senses of the word.
Josh Bell populates his daA American heartland with the runaway muse Ramona and her clones. The resulting
landscapes are as dangerous, funny, and drop-dead gorgeous as those in a Road Runner cartoon."ÑJohn
Ashbery "Josh sings as if he had both a feather and a pistol held to his throatÑobjects that somehow (so absurd
and surreal is his world) merge into the same provocation. He's tickled and he's frightened; he's at once
hilariously and seriously voluble. Reeling from a sense that the universe cudgels us (that most contemporary of
feelings), he yet boasts, rightfully, of his devices, which, wrongly, he calls 'rusted.' Everywhere in this dazzling
collection he vindicates the idea that 'we're at the fingertips / of so much force; it makes us / feel like
singing.'"ÑCalvin Bedient "This is not a book for the agoraphobic, the acrophobic, or the erotophobic: Josh
Bell's fierceness...
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